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seen. These lustrations are variously termed bap-
tisms or ablutions according to the presence or
absence of a priest, and other differences; but prac-
tically the two are very much the same thing, as in
ablution the performer keeps his face to the pole-star
and plunges three times, repeating the formula of
invoking the names of Hayya and Manda d'hayya,
just as in baptism, Wo one who is not baptised is a
Mandmn; and the souls of children who die before
baptism go straight to the monster Ur, who devours
them. It is forbidden even to kiss an unbaptised
child. In christening, a child is given more names
than one. For sacred matters he uses his mother's
name, for worldly affairs his father's, whilst he has
also a general appellation among his fellow-citizens.
, Prayer is a very important and exacting duty among
the Mandseans. They had originally three obligatory
prayers, one before sunrise, the second at noon, and
the third at sunset; and each of these ought to last
two hours or more; but, finding these devotions
incompatible with business, they suppressed the noon
prayer. Four or five hours' prayer a day still remains
for laymen, and the bishops and priests have even
longer orisons to make. All prayers are addressed in
the first place to Hayya, and then to Manda d'hayya,
Hibil-Ziva, Anush, Yaver-Ziva, and a host of other
divine emanations, including John, and the Persian
Sam, who has often been confused with Sham the
son of Noah. The substance of the prayers is little
more than an invocation to the gods to protect the
worshipper |rom all ills that may befall him, from evil